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Camille Martel

Small boats crossings – Search & Rescue (SAR) France-UK

Stop the Boats both an English & French priority (political 
optics versus ability to deliver in practice)

Border as a practice – look at where border controls take 
place

Pull factor theory – search & rescue detrimental to 
efforts to dissuade migration (surely this is the case in a 
number of places)
What is the EU role? Why is this only a French-British 
problem to solve?



EU Action Plan for the 
Central 
Mediterranean_en.pd
f (europa.eu)

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/EU%20Action%20Plan%20for%20the%20Central%20Mediterranean_en.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/EU%20Action%20Plan%20for%20the%20Central%20Mediterranean_en.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/EU%20Action%20Plan%20for%20the%20Central%20Mediterranean_en.pdf
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/EU%20Action%20Plan%20for%20the%20Central%20Mediterranean_en.pdf


Robin

A comparative approach to cross-border cooperation

In the dynamics of channel crossings…., logistics flows are 
critical

The role of elected politicians (in Brittany)

Nathan

The impact of Interreg collaboration and its impact on local 
authorities in the region (financial contributions)

Interreg 2 Seas

Kent County Council

The role of the elected leaders and those that are civil servants 
or technical advisors

The different mandates for counties, French departements, etc.





• Only Tunbridge Wells 
(inland) voted to stay

• Loss of competence of 
county councils

• The conversion of 
country councils into 
regional powerhouses 
as part of a devolution 
deal



• Framing Kent's Future - Our Council Strategy 2022-2026

• Framing Kent's Future - Our Council Strategy 2022-2026

https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/136431/Framing-Kents-Future-strategy-document.pdf
https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/136431/Framing-Kents-Future-strategy-document.pdf


Limits of 
transnational 
cooperation in the 
Carribean

• Extremely fragmented area

• Governments across the Caribbean will need to re-think how 
they work with the cruise industry in a more cohesive and 
integrated way.

• Close attention must also be paid to improving local 
infrastructure and to facilitating the involvement of local people

• Maintaining biodiversity in the area



Strengthening Resilience and Ending Vulnerability in Small Island Developing States | Joint SDG Fund

Making Small Island Developing States more climate resilient | UNOPS

https://jointsdgfund.org/article/strengthening-resilience-and-ending-vulnerability-small-island-developing-states
https://www.unops.org/news-and-stories/insights/making-small-island-developing-states-more-climate-resilient


Dynamics of 
cooperation in the 

Mediterranean



Health
Energy
Climate Change

More comprehensive & more 
inclusive?



The Atlantic Arc as a geopolitical space

The importance of a territorial approach 
and civil society integration



Insurance 
for 
resilience



20689_Flood_Re_Transition_Plan_r
eport_2023_2.pdf (floodre.co.uk)

https://www.floodre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/20689_Flood_Re_Transition_Plan_report_2023_2.pdf
https://www.floodre.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/20689_Flood_Re_Transition_Plan_report_2023_2.pdf


Roundtables
Active government decision: waive 
entry visas for the Rugby World Club
Millions of British and French 
nationals cross the borders / there is 
also complimentarity
Trust between nations critical
Work going on in Kent at the Port of
Dover using data/tech to enable 
speedier crossings (EU digitalization 
of ports also mentioned)
Political boundaries + collaborations /
functional boundaries + collaborations



Merci!
Prof. Samer Bagaeen
s.bagaeen@kent.ac.uk
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